Memo

Date: 

Fall 2007

To:

Students in 3140

From:

Shelley Thomas 

Subject:
Eradicating Passive Voice—Your Mission

Passive voice has been used in many documents. Although passive voice is necessary sometimes, it can be used too much. As mentioned earlier in the semester, many errors can result if it is excessively used:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Dangling modifiers

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Unclear designation of the one doing the action

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Long, wordy sentences

Dangling Modifiers

What are they? Here are some examples:

Believed widely, the universe was formed by a huge explosion billions of years ago.

Having gotten an A in a technical writing class, the proposal was written well.

Unclear Designation of the One Doing the Action

Lots of examples have been given, such as, "A mistake was made," as well as this sentence. 

Here is another example: The stress ratios were calculated.

Long, Wordy Sentences

Here are a couple examples:

Many arguments have been advanced by theologians against Darwinian evolution because basic assumptions about our place in the world were contradicted by it.

The report on the methods used was read so that the process could be understood clearly.

Now, your mission:

(1) 
All passive structures in this memo should be eradicated

(2) 
All unnecessary passive structures in your style draft should be eradicated.

(3) 
Three sentences before they were revised and after they were revised should be discussed.

Good luck is wished, and let the lesson not be forgotten.

