
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MATH 1010: Intermediate Algebra

MTWF 9:00-9:50, ET 127, Fall 2007

Dr. Matt Ondrus

Office: Building 4   Room 526

Contact Info: 626-6722
mattondrus@weber.edu 

http://faculty.weber.edu/mattondrus/1010/

Office Hours: Mon 12-1, Tues 10:30-11:30, Thurs 9:30-10:30, or by appointment (or drop in)

Text:
Intermediate Algebra, 9th Ed., by Lial and Hornsby or WSU 2nd Ed.; Addison/Wesley/Longman, 1999.
Homework: Homework will typically be due at least once per week.  I will grade some, but usually not all, of the problems you turn in.  Each problem will be graded on a five point scale.  You are welcome to work on homework with classmates, but your solutions must be your own writing and your own explanations.  Homework will be due in class on the specified date.  If you cannot be in class the day homework is due, please either slide your work under my office door ahead of time or arrange for a friend to bring your work to class. You are allowed one late homework assignment (up to one class period).  Additional late assignments will receive at most half credit and possibly no credit.

Exams: There will be four in-class midterm exams and one (cumulative) final exam.  The dates are listed below.  You are expected to be present for all exams, and make-up exams are typically not given.  If, however, exceptional circumstances arise, please inform me well ahead of time of potential conflicts.  In cases of university sanctioned activities or documented medical emergencies, it may be possible to arrange an alternate time for one of the midterm exams.  

Note: The Final Exam is on Monday, Dec 10 from 2:30 to 4:40 p.m.
Calculators: On exams, you may use (and are encouraged to use) a scientific calculator, but graphing calculators are not allowed.  On homework, you may use any type of calculator you want, provided that you show your work. 

Grading:



Assignment


Points

% of total points
Grade*

(Sept 18)
Midterm 1


100


≥ 90%

A

(Oct 12)

Midterm 2


100


≥ 80%

B

(Nov 7)

Midterm 3


100


≥ 70%

C

(Dec 4)

Midterm 4


100


≥ 60%

D



Homework/quizzes**

100


< 60 %

F

(Dec 10)

Final Exam


200



-------------------------------------------



Total



700

* If I feel it is warranted, I may adjust the grade cutoffs in the “downward” direction.  For example, if you earn a score of 80% or more, you are guaranteed to get at least a B.  It is possible, however, that the A-cutoff will be 88% or some other suitable number (although it is in your best interest not to expect this).

** Of the 100 homework points, 15 points will be earned based on your overall percentage on quizzes (which I hope to give weekly).  Your lowest quiz score will be dropped.  There are no make-up quizzes except in cases of scheduled university activities or documented medical emergencies.

Attendance: You are expected to attend every class and show up on time.  I will occasionally take attendance, and I reserve the right to base a small portion of your homework grade on your attendance.

Material: We shall cover (roughly) chapters 2 through 10 of the textbook.

Notes:  If I am in my office and you stop by with questions, I will make time for you if I am able. Please bear in mind that I do have other responsibilities besides this class, so this policy may change. To guarantee that I will be in my office at a specific time outside of official office hours, you should make an appointment, preferably via email.

Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in room 181 of the Student Services Center.  SSD can also arrange to provide course materials (including this syllabus) in alternate formats if necessary.

Advice:  I wish you all a very successful semester.  Although it is likely that you and your peers have very different learning styles, my experience suggests that the following bits of advice are very important for all of you if you wish to have a good experience this semester.

· Spend at least 2 hours studying outside of class (in addition to time spent doing homework) for every hour spent in class.

· Show up on time to every class.  The first five minutes are often the most important.

· Stay awake in class.  Better yet, ask questions in class.

· Come to my office to ask questions.  I enjoy helping students learn math.

· It is OK to ask a “stupid question.”  (I do it all the time.)  Your grade does not depend upon sounding knowledgeable when you ask questions in class or office hours.

· Read the book with a pencil and paper.  Work through the problems in the book along with the author.  You cannot learn math by passively reading about it or watching someone do math.  Your own thinking and struggling are critical to your success.

· Find someone in the class with whom you can study.

· Do all of your studying long before the night before the exam.  It is an ominous sign if you find yourself studying for many hours the day/night before an exam.

· Read the syllabus.

