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Succession begins.
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modify environment.
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Environment less suitable for
carly species but more suitable
for late successional species;
early successional species die out.
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“Climax”

Environment less suitable for
early species but neither less
nor more favorable for
later successional species

Environment less suitable for
establishment by all species
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“Climax”

“Climax”

Eventually resident species are
ones that do not change environment
in a way to favor other species.

Eventually resident species
are ones able to tolerate
environmental change by
earlier species and no other
species can tolerate conditions.

Resident species inhibit
establishment of all other
species; persist until disturbed.
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Hligure 20.20

Disturbance
destroys climax stage.

Alternative successional mechanisms (data from Connell and Slatyer 1977).



