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PROJECT SUMMARY (ABSTRACT):

Trained WSU Psychology students will provide an academic and social skill intervention for 66 high risk Gramercy Elementary first graders through partnership with Ogden City School District (OCSD)Administration and Gramercy Elementary Teachers. Additional program support will be obtained through training parents in academic and social skill tutoring.

I.
BACKGROUND. 

The Ogden community has a number of concerns that WSU shares.  Many children in Ogden City have multiple risk factors associated with academic failure and risk for delinquency.  The poverty rate in Weber County is currently the highest of all of Utah counties as is the population of Hispanics/Latinos (personal interview with J. García, September, 2000).The Ogden City School District has 79% of children in their six inner city schools on free or reduced lunch (Standard Examiner, 1999).  For example, at Dee Elementary School 95% of the students live at or below the poverty line.  Among those with lower income, particularly minorities, 50% or fewer will graduate from high school, let alone attend college or receive some other form of vocational preparation (personal interview with J. García, September, 2000). 

WSU shares Ogden City School District’s concern for and commitment to the education and betterment of the community.  To this end, partnerships have been formed between Psychology and OCSD faculty, staff, and administrators to achieve the common goals of student academic success and future success in the community.  Additionally, community support has been enlisted through the donated use of the Ogden Treehouse facility as well as through first graders’ parental involvement and interdisciplinary use of students in the Social Sciences as well as from WSU’s Estudiantes Unidos student organization.

II.
PROCEDURES AND METHODS. 


GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF RESEARCH/PROJECT


1. WSU students in this program (12) will learn about high risk populations in their community and be given an opportunity to ameliorate a simple factor of poverty, i.e. academic failure, through academic tutoring and teaching prosocial skills to targeted children through the schools.  Students will also interface with parents, providing them with support for working with their children on these skills.

2. WSU students will experience the opportunity to practice skills utilizing theoretical learning, motivation, and cognitive constructs as well as research skills in a meaningful manner.

3. WSU students will become aware of the importance of their training and the need for their commitment to their community as potential instruments for societal change.

4. WSU students will have the opportunity to co-design, implement, and evaluate an academic and prosocial  program for high risk first grade children and their families.

5. Gramercy first graders (66) children will feel a sense of importance and support for their learning journey.

6. Gramercy staff will receive needed support in their goal for first graders’ literacy and numeracy success through WSU students providing 8 hours of weekly intervention time.

7. Grammercy first graders’ parents will receive information and training in tutorial as well as in prosocial skills to enhance their successful involvement in their children’s educational process.

7. WSU will again strengthen its commitment to partnerships, interdisciplinary projects, and the local community in a positive fashion by continuing this project, tracking and supporting children’s success past this first year and through their completion of elementary school.

III.
PROCEDURES AND METHODS TIME LINE
1. Appropriate WSU Psychology faculty will meet with appropriate students to create and train them to administer a survey tool that will facilitate understanding of the target high risk group Fall semester 2000.

2. Appropriate WSU Psychology faculty will meet with OCSD administrators to select a school with high risk children who could benefit from the intervention Fall semester 2000.

3.  WSU Psychology faculty will meet with target school first grade teachers to work conjointly on the intervention plan Fall semester 2000.

4. Participating WSU students will sign up for Practicum and Special Projects and Research courses wherein they will be trained in research and tutoring and prosocial skills interventions and be cleared to work with children through the Criminal Bureau of Investigation January 2001.

5. A preliminary information dissemination meeting for parents wherein consent and assent forms will be signed for children’s participation and to administer the survey tool January 2001. 

6. WSU students will begin tutoring and prosocial skill-building with Gramercy Elementary first graders at the end of January 2001 in 4 classrooms for 6 week increments of time.  The tutoring will occur 2-3 times per week and both the prosocial training for children will occur weekly.

7. WSU Psychology students will initiate 6 weekly drop-in sessions for parents after school to train them in academic and social skill intervention for each of the 4 first grade classrooms beginning at the end of January 2001.  

8.  WSU Psychology faculty will host Family Empowerment nights with tutoring and social service skill-training for first graders’ parents and other interested family members beginning at the end of January 2001.  

9.  Research students will begin gathering baseline data beginning at the end of January through May 2001.  This will be done through the use of videotaping and teacher and parent use of the Home and Community Social Behavior Scales to assess prosocial behavior rates.  Additionally, Gramercy academic assessment information will be used for baseline academic data as well as to ascertain the effectiveness of the interventions.

10. Data analysis will be conducted in the Summer 2001 with results disseminated in Fall 2001.  The analysis will consist of planned comparisons between groups on changes in academic and proposal skills from initial base-line (in January) to mid-test (in March) and from base-line to post-test (in May) assessments. From base-line to mid-test, three out of the four classrooms will have had an intervention (one classroom receiving the Social Skills training alone, one the Academic Tutoring alone, and one both components presented together). Between the base-line and post-test, two classrooms will have had both components of the intervention presented sequentially, one classroom will have just completed the intervention with the components presented simultaneously, and one classroom will have completed the intervention five weeks previously, again with the components presented simultaneously.  

Data analysis will involve comparing the social and academic skills of children in the four classrooms at each of three time periods (pretense, mid-test, and post-test). This assessment will allow for the evaluation of the effectiveness of each component of the intervention separately and in combination both immediately after the intervention and after a short-term (six week) delay. 

IV. EVALUATION AND DISSEMINATION.  


A multiple-baseline research design will be used wherein all 66 first grade child participants from the 4 Gramercy classrooms have the opportunity to receive both the prosocial skill training as well as tutoring with parental involvement.  Group A will receive an academic intervention in the first 6 weeks followed by a social skills intervention for the next 6 weeks.   Group B will receive a prosocial skill intervention in the first 6 weeks followed by an academic intervention for the next 6 weeks.   Group C will receive both academic and prosocial skill interventions in the first 6 weeks followed by no intervention for the next 6 weeks.    Finally, Group D will receive no intervention in the first 6 weeks followed by both academic and prosocial skill interventions for the next 6 weeks.

All children will receive academic assessments prior to the intervention, after 6 weeks of intervention, and at the end of the intervention.  In those same time frames they will be assessed on their display of prosocial skills through videotaping, as well as through teacher and parental reports as noted by the Home and Community Social Behavior Scales.  Additionally, teachers and parents will be surveyed for feedback about strengths and weaknesses of the intervention.  

Data collected will be evaluated the summer of 2001 and results will be submitted for publication in a scholarly psychological or educational journal.  Results will also be given to funding sources i.e., Hall Endowment, President Thompson, Hemmingway, and others who will assist us in exploring future long term funding sources.  Several faculty members involved in this program plan to submit proposals to local, regional, and national professional organizations to share this interdisciplinary and partnership project with others in their respective fields of study.  Faculty will utilize the results of the evaluation to identify project strengths and weaknesses thereby enabling us to improve the academic and social skills of children.   This information will help us to work with another 1st grade group.  Additionally, we will use this information as we continue tracking this group past the first grade.

WSU students will be evaluated on the use of their skills, relevant to their areas of study by faculty supervisors and through evaluation of assignments determined by their faculty supervisors.

