WEBER STATE UNIVERSITY

SUMMARY REPORT

RESEARCH, SCHOLARSHIP AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH COMMITTEE
Please complete the following form upon completion of the project. Submit one (1) copy to the RSPG Committee. Thank you.

Project Director:  Maria Parrilla  

Title of Project:  Future Touch Intervention Program
Other Participants: 

Faculty:  Eric Amsel, Paul Caldarella, Teri Kay, Janine Lund, and Bill McVaugh.
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Award Date:  April 2001; Completion Date:  June 2002

Amount of RSPG Award: $12,304; Amount of RSPG Award Spent:  $12,290.83
Type of Proposal: __ Faculty Vitality _x_ Research __ Instructional Improvement

__________________________________________________________________________________

For each of the following write a brief, concise summary. Attach additional information as needed.

Purpose of Project:  The Future Touch Intervention program was designed to ameliorate the problems facing children in Ogden City’s inner city, which place them at risk for mental health difficulties, school failure, and delinquency. The year-long project targeted first- (Spring 2002) second-grade (Fall 2001) students at Gramercy Elementary School
. The program was realized through three action plans: 

1. Develop and implement an academic and social skills intervention program for children in the early elementary school grades at inner city schools who are at risk for academic failure and psychosocial adjustment problems (Mathematical and Social Skills Promotion).

2. Develop and implement a program to promote parenting skills, school involvement, and empowerment for the parents or guardians of children in the program in order for the social and academic skills to be supported at home (Parenting Program).

3. Identify motivated and talented undergraduate students who will be trained to deliver the psycho-educational intervention program under faculty direction and learn about the psychological consequences of poverty (Student Training). 

Project Outcomes:  A total of 47 second-grade students took part in the intervention in Fall 2001 and 26
 first-graders took part in Spring 2002.  

Mathematical and Social Skills Promotion: Each targeted mathematics skill or concept was assessed with a pre- and post-test in both the Fall and Spring programs.  Summing over weekly sessions in which data were available for each child, there was evidence of significant (23%) improvement in post-test (Mean=12.81) performance from the pre-test (Mean=15.80).  A total of 74% of the children demonstrated improvement from pre-test to post-test performance on the math tests (p< .001). Social skills were assessed by teacher ratings on a standardized checklist of children’s pro-social and antisocial behavior.  Teacher ratings indicated a statistically significant (p = .003) increase in children’s pro-social behavior, from average on the pre-test (standard score = 100.16) to just above average (105.34) at post-test. Similarly, there was a statistically significant (p = .023) decrease in teacher ratings of children’s antisocial behavior, from average on the pre-test (standard score = 99.97) to just below average (96.37) at post-test.

Parenting Program:  Families of 38% of the children in the intervention came to some of the parenting activities, most attending multiple times. The children and their parents were asked to complete a brief questionnaire addressing what they liked and disliked about the parenting program. A majority of parents especially liked the presentations (designed to promote working with children on homework, home-based math and literacy skills).  

Student Training:  The impact of the program went beyond the children of Gramercy, extending to the lives of students who were trained as tutors in the program.  Over 60% of the students who were trained in the program last year have been accepted into graduate programs as of Fall 2002 (Candee Hulten, University of Nebraska; Ellen Carle, Utah State University; Carissa McNamara, George Washington University; Becky Butler, Utah State University) or are applying to graduate school this year or in the near future (Tanna Barry, Erik Bowen, Jenna Glover, Nichole Goodlife, Devin Healey, Mindy Johnson, and Natalie Van Natter).  In each case, the graduate pursuits of these students can be traced back to their experiences in the program. 
Evaluation & Dissemination Outcomes:  At present there have been two major sources of dissemination of the outcomes. A detailed report (including all the training material and assessment instruments) was delivered to Ogden City School District offices. A symposium was conducted in April 2002 (reproduced below) at the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association, which involved presentations of each aspect of the project (the papers are available from Amsel’s web site http://faculty.weber.edu/eamsel). We are planning to publish the symposium papers.

Symposium
Future Touch:  An Intervention for High Risk Children

Moderator: 

ERIC AMSEL, Weber State University

Participants:

Future Touch: An Intervention with High Risk Children

MARIA D. PARILLA DE KOKAL & WILLIAM H. MCVAUGH, Weber State University

The Academic Skills Promotion: Targeting First and Second Grade Children’s Mathematics Skills

ERIC AMSEL, ELLEN CARLE, & CANDEE HULTEN, Weber State University

Social Skills in First Graders: Descriptions and Evaluation of a School-Based Program

PAUL CALDARELLA, JENNA GLOVER, DEVIN HEALY & JACYLN KING, Weber State University

The Parental Tutoring Skills Promotion

THERESA KAY, JANINE LUND, ERIC AMSEL, MARIA PARILLA DE KOKAL, & BILL MCVAUGH, Weber State University
� Gramercy Elementary was one of the 22 schools in the state that was cited by the U.S. Department of Education as falling below state academic standards (Standard Examiner, July 4, 2001). The first- and second- grade students are below district averages for the percentage of children at grade level in math and language arts (OCSD Final Report, 2002). Gramercy, with 76% of its students on free lunch, is one of 6 OCSD Title I schools.


� One of the three first grade teachers requested that we not involve her students in the project.  





