Paper 1:  Research Review


The goal of this paper is for you to find a published research paper on a topic of interest which you think is important to psychology and its future.  This topic could be related to the area you described on the first day to be the most interest to you.  It is critical that you find a paper of particular interest as the topic will need to sustain you throughout the semester. You should have had some experience with the process to identify recent research in Psychology (PsycInfo).  You can also check textbook reference sections or your favorite professor for a reference to recent research.  


Please find an empirical paper – a paper with data.  There are three reasons for this. First, empirical papers will have adopted some kind of research methodology, described in the methods section, which will help you in the next paper to locate the current system of psychology which is the intellectual basis for the paper. Second, empirical studies will be based on a research question.  Your analysis of the assumptions underlying that research question, described in the introduction section, may also be a basis for categorizing the paper. Third, the authors of an empirical paper will try to locate their research relative to other relevant findings.  These other findings, articulated in introduction and discussion sections, will help you establish the intellectual tradition from which your paper is related.


The review itself should describe each of these points (research question, methodology, and other findings).  Other issues to review are the findings and significance of the research for the discipline.  The review should not simply describe these issues, but where appropriate, make comments about the strengths and weaknesses of the paper.  These comments will also be helpful as you review the conceptual foundations of the paper in other papers. It would be interesting to find that your comments on the strengths and weaknesses of the paper correspond to your thoughts about the strengths and weaknesses of the bigger ideas on which the paper is based.

