Assignment 1:  Evaluating a Research Paper.  
Read the Cernoch and Porter (1985) paper (download from the web site or e-mail me) and answer each of the following questions.  

1. Why was the study done? What were the researchers’ overall goals or purposes in doing the research (their overall goals and purposes as discussed in the introduction of the paper).

2. Take one of the five experiments and specify the independent variable, dependent variable, and the hypothesis of the study. Remember, a hypothesis is an operationalized statement of a predicted relation between IV and DV.

3. For the experiment you chose, briefly describe who the subjects were (Subjects Section), how the study was done (Procedure section) and what was found (Results section). Did the results confirm or disconfirm the hypothesis?

4. Comment briefly on the internal validity (are the conclusion valid given the nature of the data and how they were collected?) and the external validity (will the results generalize to other people in other places, who are tested with other instruments by different experimenter?) of the experiment you chose.

5. In the textbook, Berk writes, "At 4 days of age, breast-fed babies prefer the smell of their own mother's breast to that of an unfamiliar lactating woman (Cernoch & Porter, 1985)" (pg. 158). Now that you have read and critically evaluated the original source, comment on the adequacy and appropriateness with which the study was cited by Berk in the textbook.  Does this make you feel more assured, less assured, or no different about how Berk cites primary sources?   

