ADOLESCENT RISK TAKING SYMPOSIUM

Program


Welcome to the student presentations for Psychology Senior Seminar on adolescent risk taking.  

For approximately two thirds of the course, the students were involved in reviewing the vast literature on adolescent risk taking.  The goal of this part of the course was to introduce the concept of risk taking in adolescence and a model of it which acknowledges the role of biological (genetics, hormonal changes, neurological changes), psychological (cognitive and moral development), and socio-cultural changes (peer, family, neighborhood, and culture).  Such a model is referred to as a BIOPSYCHOSOCIAL model and you may hear reference to it in students’ presentations.


I invite you to learn more about the course by visiting the web site (go to http://faculty.weber.edu/eamsel and click on Adolescent Risk Taking.

Eric Amsel

Professor 4900
1. Jason Mousitsen:  Jason is interested in looking a school dropout as an act of risk taking and viewing it from a biopsychosocial perspective.  
2. Zac Snow:  Zac became interested in the literature on the direct and indirect role of parents on adolescent risk taking.
3. Miika Gurr: Miika is presenting a select review of the literature on alcohol abuse, exploring the role of biological, psychological and socio-cultural factors 

4. Melissa Thomas:  Melissa is interested in exploring adolescents’ own thinking and beliefs about their risk taking, which is characterized as a subjective model.  

5.  Penny Scow:  Penny has become interested in the biological and social factors underlying the role of siblings in adolescent risk-taking.  

6.  Shane Bench: Shane is examining the biopsychosocial factors involved in adolescent aggression

7.  Matthew Dunham:  Matt is exploring the role of anticipated regret as a factor limiting or constraining adolescent risk taking behavior.

8.  Trevor Taylor: Trevor is examining eating disorders as a form of risk taking and exploring it from a biopsychosocial perspective.  

9.  Angie Ochsenbein: Angie is examining the possible role of loss and grief as a risk factor in adolescent risk taking.  
