History of the Pyramid Lake
Lahontan Cutthroat

The Lahontan cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus
clarkir henshawr, 1s native to the LLahontan Basin
on the border between California and Nevada.
For thousands of years it thrived and played
an important economic and cultural role
among the Native American tribes of the
The largest strain of this fish
originated 1n Pyramid ILake, in western

region.

Nevada and has reached recorded weights of
up to 41 pounds, making it the largest
subspecies of cutthroat trout. Unfortunately,
by the early 1900s, the Lahontan cutthroat
was nearly extinct due to overfishing and

environmental damage caused by logging and

“The Fish that Won’t Die”
Terry Hickman, featured in the Mar.
1980 edition of Sports Illustrated,
rediscovers the Pyramid Lake
Lahontan cutthroat trout after 40
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Rediscovery (Again)

In October 2009, a team from Weber State
University 1n conjunction with personne
from the DWR 1dentified several specime
believed to be of a pure or hybrid strai

the Pyramid LLake L.ahontan cutthroat tro
in Spring Creek in Uintah, Utah. Using
electrofishers and dip nets, a 600 m stretch
of the stream was sampled. A maximum
of 16 different individuals was cc

two sampling trips. The fish appe

be restricted to a 200 m st
Individuals were separated L

15 to 20 m and occupied ve

types of habitats. They ranged

186 to 280 mm, which, assum
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mining. The Pyramid Lake strain in particular
was believed have been completely lost and

for many years it was believed that these lake

giants would never be seen again. !

Fishing on Pyramid Lake during its
peak years (early 20" century). One
hundred tons of Lahontan
Cutthroat Trout were fished from
Pyramid Lake each season.

References:

years of being “extinct.”

Rediscovery and
Redistribution

In 1977, however, a considerable amount of
excitement was generated when a
population of Pyramid Lake Lahontan
cutthroat trout was discovered in the Pilo
Peak Mountain Range, Box Elder Cot
Utah. It was concluded that the por

had been introduced to the area in

time when eggs taken from Pyram
Lahontan Cutthroats had been plante
several places in Utah and Nevada. 1
attempt to preserve this strain, it Wwx
introduced to
northern Utah. One of these sites
Spring Creek in Uintah, Utah, where egg
were stocked in 1986.  This attemg
however, was believed to have been a failu

several streams  across

as, afterwards, no sign of the offspring w:
found. 2
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ogrowth?, would put them in the rar

to 4 years ot age. No fish was founc

200 m stretches upstream or downst

of the occupied reach. All fish 1n Sprit
Creek had medium to large spots more o
less evenly distributed over the sides of the
body, top of the head, and on the
ak his spotting pattern 1s typical
of t throat trout subspecies.
Res nding for genetic
csts Ot
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