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Emergency Plan 
In the event of an extended campus closure, I will continue to 
provide instruction by utilizing the Canvas online course system. I 
will provide text-based minilectures or contact by voice via the 
Wimba system (more about that if we need it) and will expect 
you to login to the system on a regular basis to keep up with 
coursework.  
 
Assignments will be provided through the online system with 
clear due dates and expectations. Discussions will be made 
available to allow you to interact with other students and me 
about course material. I will check email within the Canvas course 
on a daily basis should you need to communicate 
with me personally. If you are not familiar with the Canvas 
system, please review the student orientation available at 
http://wsuonline.weber.edu/students/orientation.asp. 
Please let me know by the end of the first week of the semester if 
you do not have access to a computer and/or the Internet from 
your home. Also, please have your Weber email forwarded to 
whichever account you check most often, as I will 

communicate either through the online email or the regular 
Weber State email. 
 
Course Objectives 
To introduce students to the basic theories of and 
different approaches to literary criticism and writing well about 
literature. Literary criticism has assumed a central, sometimes 
dominant, role in the study of literature: "new" literary theories 
often receive as much attention as the primary pieces of 

literature that critics are explicating. By focusing on 
different strategies for reading and emphasizing different aspects 
of texts,various critical theories give you new and often 
eye-opening paths into thinking and writing about difficult texts 



and let you see familiar texts with a fresh eye. 
 
We will begin with New Criticism, and then move on to study the 
more "resistant" reading strategies such as Feminist, Marxist, 
Post-structuralist, and Post-colonial criticisms. These latter 
theories move outside of the boundaries of the text and consider 
the author's life, the history and economics of the time in which 
the text was produced, and the relation of the text to other 
literary texts and contexts. 
 
Student Outcomes:  Students will be able to approach texts 
from a variety of philosophical and theoretical perspectives and 
explicate them more fully.  They will be able to understand and 
interrogate the research they do on literary topics. 
 
Evaluation Strategies: Weekly journals, position papers, 
essays, presentations, class participation, and final exam. 
 
Class Activities and Student Responsibilities 
You will be producing two short essays (one of which will provide 
the basis of your oral presentation to the class), two short 
position papers, keeping a daily journal, and writing a final exam.  
 
The first essay will be a critical close 
reading of a text; the second essay will be a researched essay 

that you will use as the basis of your presentation. The essay 
and the presentation will be graded separately. The 
position papers will be short (two page) critiques of two of the 
literary theories based on a rubric I will give you. The 
position papers will be due the week after we discuss the theory 
in question.  
For the journal, you will write one double-spaced typed page 
each class day 
in response to a question I will ask. These are due every other 

week. The final exam will consist of twenty short answer 
questions in which you will identify and tell the significance of 
literary terminology or selections from the reading. In addition to 
these written assignments, you will be expected to read all 



assignments before you come to class so that you can actively 
participate in class discussion. Class participation is an essential 
component in any literature class and part of your grade will rest 
on your readiness and ability to interact with texts, the instructor, 
and your classmates. 
 
Late Work  
Assignments are expected on the day that they are due. As a 
rule, I do not accept late work unless you have an unavoidable 
emergency or illness. I am much more understanding if I know 
ahead of time. Please let me know as soon as possible if you are 
unable to hand an assignment in on time. 
 
Attendance 
You must come to class. The things we do in class cannot be 
repeated, nor will I try to do so unless you have a very valid 
excuse. Getting notes from classmates is not an adequate 
representation of what went on in class. Come to class. 
 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is a violation of the WSU Student Code. To plagiarize 
means to pass off someone else's work as your own or to 
improperly document your sources. If you plagiarize, you will 
receive an E for the assignment. If it happens more than once, I 
will notify university authorities about disciplinary action. Don't do 

it. I surf the internet. I save old student papers. It is less work to 
do the assignment. 
 
ADA Note 
The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable 
accommodations be provided for students with physical, sensory, 
cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric disabilities. Please 
contact me at the beginning of the semester to discuss any 
accommodations you may need. 

 
Texts 
Your primary textbook is Literary Criticism: An Introduction 
to Theory and Practice, Fifth Edition, by Charles Bressler. This 



book will present and summarize the theories. In addition, we will 
be reading from various genres as we explore these different 
reading strategies, including short stories, plays, and poetry. 
These selections can be found in a packet on my website 
faculty.weber.edu/sshigley and in hard copy at the end of the 
syllabus. We will read these as I assign them. We will also read a 
short novel, Joyce's The Dead. It is important that you use the 
edition of the novel that is in the bookstore, as it has critical 
essays that we will be reading and discussing in class. 
 
Grading 
Essay 20% 
Pres. Essay 10% 
Presentation 10% 
Journal 20% 
Final 10% 
Participation 10% 
Position #1 10% 
Position #2 10% 
 
 
Schedule and Readings: 
Week 1 
Introduction 
New Criticism 

Journal due 
Week 2 
New Criticism 
Reader-Response 
Week 3 
Deconstruction 
Post-Structuralism 
Position Paper Due 
Week 4 

Psychoanalytic 
Position Paper Due 
Week 5 
Feminist 

Journal due 
Position Paper Due 
Week 6 
Marxist 

Position Paper Due 
Week 7 
I will be out of town this 
week.  There will be a 
video lecture attached to 
canvas and your regular 
weekly journals.  We will 
not meet face to face this 
week. 

New Historicism 
Journal due 
Position Paper Due 
 



Week 8 
Post-Colonialism 
African-American Criticism 
Essay Workshop 
Position Paper Due 
Week 9 
Queer Theory 
Ecocriticism 
ESSAY DUE 
Journal due 
Position Paper Due 
Week 10 
Theory Wrap Up 

 
Week 11 
NO PRESENTATIONS THE 
FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK 
Week 12 
PRESENTATIONS 
Week 13 
PRESENTATIONS 
Week 14 
PRESENTATIONS 
Week 15 
Review for final exam 

 
Rubric for Position Papers 
A position paper is a short, two-page essay in which you state 
your argument about a topic, in this case, in response to specific 
questions. You will choose two theories and present your 
arguments and thoughtful evidence supporting these ideas. You 
need not agree with the premises of the theory or even like it to 
write about it. But as I said before, your responses do need to be 
carefully prepared and thoughtful. They need to be arguments, 
not just opinions. "I like asparagus'' is an opinion. "Asparagus 
is a nutritious, easy to fix vegetable" is an argument. "Marxism is 
a dumb, irrelevant theory because communism failed in Europe" 

is an opinion. I want an argument based on the following 
questions. These are thought provokers. I want you to write an 
essay, and one which goes beyond reiterating what is in your 
textbook. 
 
1) With what kind of texts do you think this theory would be most 
helpful in explicating. Be specific and give an example beyond the 
ones we used in 
class. Your other classes or outside reading will be helpful here.  

 
2) What specific part of the theory do you think applies best to 
helping you to understand texts?  
 



3) What aspect of this theory do you think is the least relevant to 
help in your explication of texts. 
 
4) In our class discussions about this theory, did you see things 
you wouldn't have seen before without looking through this lens? 
Did those things seem valid and relevant to the explication? Why 
and why not? 
 
5) Do you plan on using this theory for one of your papers or 
presentation? Do you have a text in mind? Why did/would you 
choose this theory?  
 
 
 
Links to additional reading for English 3080 
Bells for John Whiteside's Daughter 
http://www.web-books.com/Classics/Poetry/Anthology/Ransom/B
ells.htm 
 
My Last Duchess 
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15701 
 
The Yellow Wallpaper 
http://www.gutenberg.org/catalog/world/readfile?fk_files=20049
28&pageno=1 

 
Marked With D 
http://ije.oxfordjournals.Org/cgi/content/full/32/5/703 
 
My Papa's Waltz 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/172103 
 
The Lottery by Shirley Jackson 
http://www.d.umn.edu/~csigler/PDF%20files/jackson_lottery.pdf 

 
A Rose for Emily 
http://www.eng.fju.edu.tw/English_Literature/Rose/el-text-E-Ros
e.htm 



 
 
A&P 
http://tiger-town.com/whatnot/updike 
 
 
 
The Horse Dealer's Daughter 
http://www.literature.org/authors/lawrence-david-herbert/englan
d-my-england/chapter-08.html 
 
Araby 
http://www.online-literature.com/james_joyce/954/ 


