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Substantive

	new 
	Current Course Subject N/A
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New/Revised Course Information:

	Subject:  POLS            

Course Number: 3400
	Check all that apply: 
    This is for courses already approved for gen ed.
    Use a different form for proposing a new gen ed designation.
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Course Title: Sexual Orientation, Politics, and Law

Abbreviated Course Title: Sexual Orien., Politics, Law

	Course Type: 
	LEC


Credit Hours:  3  or if variable hours:    to

Contact Hours: Lecture 3  Lab    Other

Repeat Information:  Limit 0   Max Hrs 0 

Grading Mode:  standard

	This course is/will be:
	[image: image15.wmf]a required course in a major program
[image: image16.wmf]a required course in a minor program
[image: image17.wmf]a required course in a 1- or 2- year program
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Prerequisites/Co-requisites:

Course description (exactly as it will appear in the catalog, including prerequisites):

Social movements employ a variety of methods to achieve the protection of their members' rights and interests. This course focuses on these issues through the study of LGBT persons in the United States from the mid-twentieth century to the present. It examines the political and legal strategies of LGBT groups in a variety of areas including parental rights, employment, military service, schools, and relationship recognition.

Justification for the new course or for changes to an existing course. (Note: Justification should emphasize academic rationale for the change or new course. This is particularly important for courses requesting upper-division status.)

A major element of the public law subfield in political science is the study of how social movements utilize law and/or politics to achieve social change. Of particular importance is the study of the efficacy of court action in achieving social change. This course will use the movement most currently in the news-lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender groups-to fill this gap. It will explore not just the issue currently most in the news, marriage, but the legal and political development that led up to that issue. I intend to cover employment, student rights, parental rights, the military, and regulation of gay-themed businesses as well. This course will serve as an elective in political science and also in the legal studies minor. Additionally, Women's Studies has expressed interest in cross-listing it. 


INFORMATION PAGE
for substantive proposals only

1. Did this course receive unanimous approval within the Department?

true

If not, what are the major concerns raised by the opponents?

2. If this is a new course proposal, could you achieve the desired results by revising an existing course within your department or by requiring an existing course in another department?

POLS 3630 Identity Politics does touch upon sexual identity in politics but as one example of many. Additionally, that course focuses on an individual level of political psychology whereas my proposed additions would focus upon movements at the macro level and how they deploy legal and/or political tactics to achieve movement goals. I do touch upon movement litigation in my Supreme Court course but only as a basic overview and without depth.

3. How will the proposed course differ from similar offerings by other departments? Comment on any subject overlap between this course and topics generally taught by other departments, even if no similar courses are currently offered by the other departments. Explain any effects that this proposal will have on program requirements or enrollments in other department. Please forward letters (email communication is sufficient) from all departments that you have identified above stating their support or opposition to the proposed course.

I am unaware of any significant overlap. While other departments, such as Sociology, obviously deal with social movements, this course will be focused upon the political science literature about such groups and their tactics. Of special importance will be the efficacy of court actions, a subject largely confined to the political science discipline.

4. Is this course required for certification/accreditation of a program?

no

If so, a statement to that effect should appear in the justification and supporting documents should accompany this form.

5. For course proposals, e-mail a syllabus to Faculty Senate which should be sufficiently detailed that the committees can determine that the course is at the appropriate level and matches the description. There should be an indication of the amount and type of outside activity required in the course (projects, research papers, homework, etc.).
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