N4700

Course Syllabus

WEBER STATE UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF NURSING
 A.
COURSE NUMBER AND NAME:
            Nursing 4700 – Forensic Nursing
 B.
CREDIT HOURS:

Three (3) credit hours

 C.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course explores nursing in the field of forensics in both criminal and civil contexts.  The different roles and responsibilities of forensic nurses will be explored and best-practices for evidence collection and preservation will be reviewed.   Holistic care of victims and families will be emphasized.  Students will review victimology, evaluate prevalent population-based health issues, and explore forensic nursing interventions.
  D.
COURSE OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Evaluate the roles of the forensic health professional/forensic nurse in the holistic care of patients and families.
2. Analyze how the nurse collaborates with multidisciplinary teams in addressing forensic science/legal issues. 

3. Apply best-practices for the forensic nurse in collecting, preserving, and documenting evidence. 

4. Evaluate the role of the forensic nurse in the development of protocols and standards in their professional practice. 

5. Analyze responsibilities of the nurse in caring for victims of trauma, perpetrators of human violence, and their families. 

6. Examine current forensic science and nursing issues and trends related to informatics

E.
COURSE CONCEPTS:
Health Promotion, Assessment, Safety, Infection, Vulnerable Populations
F.
TEACHING STRATEGIES:
· Individual and group focused discussion

· Instructor facilitated presentation
· Student group presentation

· Selected readings

· Collaborative learning activities
· Critical thinking exercises
· Written assignments
 G.         METHODS OF EVALUATION:
· Presentations 10%
· Course participation/preparation & responses to structured discussion & critical thinking exercises (face-to-face and/or online asynchronous discussions)  30%
· Case studies 10%
· Written assignments 50%
 

Grading Scale:

	100-95% = A
	89-87% = B+
	79-77% = C+
	69-67% = D+

	94 90%  = A-
	 86-83%  = B
	76-73%  = C
	66-63%  = D

	
	82-80%  = B-
	72-70%  = C-
	62-60%  = D-


 

Students must have an 80% average in this course to pass the course and continue in the nursing program. (Refer to Nursing Department Student Handbook)

To receive a grade, all course requirements must be met.

 

H.        REQUIRED TEXTS:           
Hammer, R., Moynihan, B. & Pagliaro, E.M. (2013). Forensic nursing; A handbook for

practice (2nd ed.). Burlington, MA: Jones & Barlett Learning.                       

I.          RECOMMENDED TEXT:
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication

Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American Association of Psychology.                       

 

J.         COURSE FORMAT:
Unit A- Forensic Science and Violence
Unit B- Criminology & Victimology 
Unit C- Evidence Collection & Preservation
Unit D- Forensic Nursing Roles
 

K.        PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT:
Students are expected to abide by the WSU student code and the Nurse Practice Act of
            the State of Utah. Plagiarism or any other form of cheating may result in failure of the

course and probable dismissal from the RN-BSN program. WSU subscribes to Turnitin.com, an electronic service that verifies the originality of student work. Enrollment in this course may require you to submit some or all of your assignments to it this semester, and documents submitted to TurnItIn.com are retained anonymously, in their databases. Continued enrollment in this course constitutes an understanding of an agreement with this policy.

L.        SYLLABUS DISCLOSURE STATEMENT:
The syllabus is the governing document for this course.  Your decision to take this course amounts to your tacit consent to the conditions of this syllabus.  The professor, as well, is bound by the terms of this syllabus and may not make any significant changes, unless the class as a whole approves them.
 

M.       SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Services for Students with Disabilities: Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in room 181 of the Student Service Center.  SSD can also arrange to provide course materials (including this syllabus) in alternative format if necessary.  Disabled individuals requesting accommodations should be referred to SSD so that disability documentation can be acquired and appropriate accommodations arranged.  Please phone: 801-626-6413.
UNIT A
Forensic Science and Violence

Weeks 1-3
 

UNIT OVERVIEW:
This unit will explore forensic nursing, the specialty that blends nursing and the legal field.  Forensic roles in several settings will be identified, and the clinical knowledge and skills of the forensic nurse specialist will be introduced. This unit will also explore the ethical and legal responsibilities of healthcare providers and agencies working with populations at risk for interpersonal violence. Emphasis will be placed on the forensic role behaviors of the nurse specialist dealing with child abuse, elder abuse, and domestic violence.

COURSE OUTCOMES:

This unit addresses the following course outcomes:

1. Evaluate the roles of the forensic health professional/forensic nurse in the holistic care of patients and families.

2. Analyze how the nurse collaborates with multidisciplinary teams in addressing forensic science/legal issues. 

5. Analyze responsibilities of the nurse in caring for victims of trauma, perpetrators of human violence, and their families

 
UNIT CONCEPTS:
Health Promotion, Assessment, Safety, Vulnerable Populations

UNIT OUTCOMES:
1.     Analyze how multidisciplinary teams identify health risks and collaborate to protect and assist populations at risk for violence. 
2.     Evaluate different tools to assess populations at risk for violence. 
3.     Analyze forensic nursing science and describe the importance of the field for the promotion of health and the prevention of injuries and illness. 

4.     Examine the variables that increase the risk of abuse for vulnerable groups such as the elderly, children, and women.
 
STUDENT PREPARATION:
1.     Week 1: Read Chapters 1, 2
2.     Week 2 & 3:  Read Chapters 3, 8-11
5.
Review websites- IAFN www.forensicnurse.org, & AFN www.amrn.com
6.     Review description and grading rubrics for assignment 1 and begin working on requirements.

6.     Participate in online discussions (weeks1-3) as laid out in the course calendar. Reply to two students in addition to your original post.

 

UNIT B
Criminology & Victimology

Weeks 4-6
 

UNIT OVERVIEW:
This unit will explore deviant behavior and the cognitive decision-making of perpetrators.  Human trafficking and computer/internet facilitated crimes will be analyzed. Through understanding criminal behavior, the forensic nurse can help identify victims and educate populations at risk. This unit will also explore the behavior and emotional responses of victims. Elements of victimology and the psychosocial ramifications of the criminal act on the person, family, and the community will be explored.
COURSE OUTCOMES:

This unit addresses the following course outcomes:

1. Evaluate the roles of the forensic health professional/forensic nurse in the holistic care of patients and families.
2. Analyze how the nurse collaborates with multidisciplinary teams in addressing forensic science/legal issues. 

5. Analyze responsibilities of the nurse in caring for victims of trauma, perpetrators of human violence, and their families. 
6. Examine current forensic science and nursing issues and trends related to informatics

 
UNIT CONCEPTS:
Health Promotion, Assessment, Safety, Vulnerable Populations

UNIT OUTCOMES:
1. Evaluate the role of the forensic nurse in relation to the management of sexual abuse.
2. Analyze characteristics of sex offenders and the psychodynamic theories of sexually abusive behavior.
3. Evaluate the potential for collaboration between forensic nurses, other health-care professionals, and the criminal justice system.

4. Analyze the factors that contribute to human trafficking as it pertains to the victims and their health. 

5. Examine how forensic nurses can help identify victims of computer- and Internet-facilitated crimes and educate at-risk populations.
 
STUDENT PREPARATION:
1.     Week 4: Read Chapter 12
2.     Week 5 & 6:  Read Chapters 7, 16 & 17
6.     Review description and grading rubrics for assignment 2 and begin working on requirements.
6.     Participate in online discussions (weeks 4-6) as laid out in the course calendar. Reply to two students in addition to your original post.
UNIT C
Evidence Collection and Preservation

Weeks 7-9
 

UNIT OVERVIEW:
Evidence collection is a critical role of the forensic nurse.  Nurses working in emergency departments and medical clinics often care for victims of intentional harm, criminal neglect, and accidents arising from illegal activities. When a crime is suspected or reported a thorough physical examination, collection of evidence, and documentation of all marks and injuries must be made. This unit will cover techniques that will help eliminate errors on the medical/forensic side of an investigation. Concepts will include types of evidence, methods of documentation, and procedures for collection. Chain of custody and other basic legal requirements for handling and safeguarding of evidentiary items will be considered.

COURSE OUTCOMES:

This unit addresses the following course outcomes:

3. Apply best-practices for the forensic nurse in collecting, preserving, and documenting evidence. 

4. Evaluate the role of the forensic nurse in the development of protocols and standards in their professional practice. 

6. Examine current forensic science and nursing issues and trends related to informatics

UNIT CONCEPTS:
Assessment, Safety

UNIT OUTCOMES:
1. Analyze the nursing role of recognition, documentation, collection, and preservation of evidence in criminal and civil investigations.

2. Demonstrate specimen collection techniques and the establishment of chain of custody evidence.
3. Evaluate the use of DNA analysis, forensic toxicology, and serology as sources of biological evidence.
4. Describe the potential for cross-contamination of evidence and the potential impact for criminal cases.
 
STUDENT PREPARATION:
1. Reads Chapters 14, 15 and Appendix 3
2. Read Emergency Room Evidence Collection Article
3. Forensic Toxicology & Serology supplemental reading
4. Review description and grading rubrics for assignment 2 and begin working on requirements.

5. Participate in online discussions (weeks 7-9) as laid out in the course calendar. Reply to two students in addition to your original post.

UNIT D
Nursing Roles in Forensic Science

Weeks 10-14
 

UNIT OVERVIEW:
This unit will provide the student with an overview of forensic nursing practice in a variety of settings, providing examples of practice.  Subspecialties reviewed include the sexual assault nurse examiner, nurse coroner, psychiatric forensic examiner, correctional nursing, and the legal nurse consultant. Student will learn basic concepts and foundations of forensic nursing and integrate of those concepts into the role of the forensic nurse death investigator and sexual assault nurse examiner.  Application of nursing knowledge and skills into the role of the legal nurse consultant will also be discussed including the concepts of negligence, standards of care, and medical malpractice.
COURSE OUTCOMES:

This unit addresses the following course outcomes:

7. Evaluate the roles of the forensic health professional/forensic nurse in the holistic care of patients and families.
8. Analyze how the nurse collaborates with multidisciplinary teams in addressing forensic science/legal issues. 

9. Apply best-practices for the forensic nurse in collecting, preserving, and documenting evidence. 
10. Evaluate the role of the forensic nurse in the development of protocols and standards in their professional practice. 
11. Analyze responsibilities of the nurse in caring for victims of trauma, perpetrators of human violence, and their families.

UNIT CONCEPTS:
Assessment, Safety, Infection, Vulnerable Populations

UNIT OUTCOMES:
1. Evaluate the roles and responsibilities of the SART (Sexual Assault Response Team) and SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner).
2. Assess evidence related to postmortem changes and identify the nurses role in assisting with death investigation
3. Evaluate nurse opportunities in the fields of correctional nursing and psychiatric forensics. 

4. Analyze responsibilities of the legal nurse consultant and expert nurse witness related to malpractice and personal injury cases.
STUDENT PREPARATION:
6. Week 10 reads chapter 18 and Appendix 2 (SANE), explore the website www.sane-sart.com 
7. Week 11 read chapter 13 (Death Investigator/Nurse Coroner)
8. Week 12 read chapter 19 (Correctional Nursing, Forensic Psych Nurse)
9. Week 13 read chapter 20 & supplemental readings found on eReserve (Legal Nurse Consultant)
10. Participate in online discussions (weeks 10-14) as laid out in the course calendar. Reply to two students in addition to your original post.

 

