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Submission Date: 10/09/2013
Submitter Name: Doris Geide-Stevenson
College: GSBE
Department: Economics
Program Title:             
Check all that apply:  

__x__New course(s) required for major, minor, emphasis, or concentration.

__x__Modified course(s) required for major, minor, emphasis, or concentration.

__x__Credit hour change(s) required for major, minor, emphasis, or concentration.

____Credit hour change(s) for a course which is required for the major, minor, emphasis, or concentration.

____Attribute change(s) for any course.

____Program name change.

____Deletion of required course(s).

____Program mode of delivery/format change (Graduate Programs ONLY)

____Other changes (specify) _________________________________________________________________

JUSTIFICATION:

The justification for adding ECON 4970 to the International Economics program is identical to the justification for adding the course: It is based on instructor experiences from ECON 4980 and data gathered for departmental assessment reports that focus on pass rates and grading rubrics from ECON 4980 Research Methods. These data and observations show that students find it hard to complete the economics capstone experience course ECON 4980 within one semester. Especially students who do not settle on a thesis project early in the semester struggle to competently complete all stages of the project. Often application of theory, discussion of statistical methods and the overall quality of writing does not meet departmental standards when students are pressed for time with their project. In order to address these issues, the department has started to offer a one credit hour course ECON 4800 Independent Research affording students the ability to prepare for ECON 4980. However, since not all students were enrolled in this optional preparatory course, instructors in ECON 4980 found that only about 50% of the students had systematically prepared. This presented an additional challenge in teaching ECON 4980. By formalizing preparation for ECON 4980 through a required ECON 4970 course, all students will have designed an idea for their thesis project and instructors in ECON 4980 will be able to spend more time on the necessary individualized instruction focused on the projects and less time on overall methodological issues.

The option of ECON 3030 as a substitute for QUAN 2400 has been deleted from all GSBE programs – the program of General Economics does not reflect that change yet, hence the strikeout for ECON3030. 



Copy the present program from the current catalog and add the required changes (exactly as you wish them to appear in the catalog).   Use strikeout (strikeout) when deleting items in the program and highlight (highlight) when adding items.  If multiple changes are being proposed, please provide a summary. 

	General Education

Refer to Degree and General Education Requirements  for the University Bachelor of Science requirements. The following courses required for the General Economics major will also satisfy general education requirements: ECON 2010  , ECON 2020  (Social Science). ECON 1740  is recommended to fulfill the Senate Bill Requirement in American Institutions.

MATH 1050  is a prerequisite for ECON 2010 , QUAN 2400 , and QUAN 2600 . Students seeking a major in Economics should plan to take the necessary mathematics courses as early as possible in their program of study.

	Course Requirements for General Economics BS Degree



(see also Alternative Emphases)

School of Business & Economics Courses Required (24 25 credit hours)



· ECON 2010 SS - Principles of Microeconomics Credits: (3)
· ECON 2020 SS - Principles of Macroeconomics Credits: (3)
· ECON 2899 - Economics Foundations and Admission Assessment Credits: (0)
· ECON 4010 - Intermediate Microeconomic Theory Credits: (3)
· ECON 4020 - Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory Credits: (3)
· ECON 4970 – Introduction to Research Methods (1)
· ECON 4980 - Research Methods Credits: (3)
·  

· QUAN 2400 - Business Calculus Credits: (3) or
· ECON 3030 - Managerial Economics Credits: (3)
·  

· QUAN 2600 - Business Statistics I Credits: (3)
· QUAN 3610 - Business Statistics II Credits: (3)
Upper Division Elective Courses (15 credit hours)



Select from the following
· ECON 3090 - History of Economic Thought Credits: (3)
· ECON 3110 - International Trade Credits: (3)
· ECON 3120 - International Finance and Monetary Systems Credits: (3)
· ECON 3200 - Money and Banking Credits: (3)
· ECON 3400 - Labor Economics Credits: (3)
· ECON 3410 - Women in the World Economy Credits: (3)
· ECON 4170 - Economic Development Credits: (3)
· ECON 4320 - Industrial Organization Credits: (3)
· ECON 4520 - Public Finance Credits: (3)
· ECON 4550 - Introduction to Econometrics Credits: (3)
· ECON 4560 - Mathematical Economics Credits: (3)
· ECON 4800 - Independent Research Credits: (1-3)
· ECON 4810 - Experimental Courses Credits: (1-3)
· ECON 4920 - Short Courses, Workshops, Institutes, and Special Programs Credits: (1-3)
Note:



A minor taken from the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, or other minor program approved in advance by the department chairperson is required.


Submit the original (and 20 copies) to the Faculty Senate Office, MC 1033, and an  electronic copy (Word Doc) to bstockberger @weber.edu

INFORMATION PAGE
Did this program change receive unanimous approval within the Department? __yes__   If not, what are the major concerns raised by the opponents?

Explain any effects this program change will have on program requirements or enrollments in other departments including the Bachelor of Integrated Studies Program.  In the case of similar offerings or affected programs, you should include letters from the departments in question stating their support or opposition to the proposed program.

n/a
Indicate the number of credit hours for course work within the program.  (Do not include credit hours for General Education, Diversity, or other courses unless those courses fulfill requirements within the proposed program.)            

Total number of credit hours: 40
Indicate the number of credit hours for course work within the current program. (Do not include credit hours for General Education, Diversity, or other courses unless those courses fulfill requirements within the current program.) ____

Total number of credit hours: 39
Graduate Programs only:  Describe any proposed changes in the instructional mode of delivery or course format that are program-wide in nature or that affect more than one-third of the course taught in the program (e. g. changing from in-class to online instruction).






       APPROVAL PAGE

for:   General Economics   (Program Title)
Date submitted online _________________________

For new course proposals, excluding Experimental and Variable Title courses, the following must be completed by the Library bibliographer:

____ The WSU Library has adequate information resources to support this proposal.

____ Currently, the WSU Library does not have adequate information resources to support this course.  However, if this proposal is approved, a Library bibliographer will work closely with departmental faculty to acquire the information resources needed.  Funding for the new resources will come from the library’s budget.
__________________________________ WSU Librarian/Date

Approval Sequence:

_______________________________________



Department Chair/Date
(or BIS Director)
_______________________________________





College Curriculum Committee/Date (Signature not needed on Experimental or Variable Title courses.)



_______________________________________





Career and Technical Education Director.  (Needed on new or deleted courses required in a 2-year program.)


_______________________________________





Dean of College/Date


	Courses required in programs leading to secondary undergraduate teacher certification must be approved by the University Council on Teacher Education  before being submitted to the Curriculum Committee.














_______________________________________




University Council on Teacher Education/Date








	Graduate course proposals must be reviewed by the University Graduate Council before being submitted to the Curriculum Committee.  

I have read the proposal and discussed it with the program director.

__________________________________________

University Graduate Council  Representative/Date


_______________________________________

Effective Semester_______________________

University Curriculum Committee/Date







Passed by Faculty Senate __________________Date 






