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Substantive

	new 
	Current Course Subject N/A
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New/Revised Course Information:

	Subject:  ECON            

Course Number: 4970
	Check all that apply: 
    This is for courses already approved for gen ed.
    Use a different form for proposing a new gen ed designation.
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Course Title: Introduction to Research Methods

Abbreviated Course Title:

	Course Type: 
	LEC


Credit Hours:  1.0  or if variable hours:    to

Contact Hours: Lecture 1  Lab    Other

Repeat Information:  Limit 0   Max Hrs 0 

Grading Mode:  standard

	This course is/will be:
	[image: image15.wmf]a required course in a major program
[image: image16.wmf]a required course in a minor program
[image: image17.wmf]a required course in a 1- or 2- year program
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Prerequisites/Co-requisites:

ECO 2899 or BSAD 2899
Course description (exactly as it will appear in the catalog, including prerequisites):

This course prepares students for ECON 4980 Research Methods. Students will study the research process and the scientific method as it applies to economics. Students will have an opportunity to explore various fields and literature in order to design a thesis project for ECON 4980.

Justification for the new course or for changes to an existing course. (Note: Justification should emphasize academic rationale for the change or new course. This is particularly important for courses requesting upper-division status.)

Introduction of this course is based on instructor experiences from ECON 4980 and data gathered for departmental assessment reports that focus on pass rates and grading rubrics from ECON 4980 Research Methods. These data and observations show that students find it hard to complete the economics capstone experience course ECON 4980 within one semester. Especially students who do not settle on a thesis project early in the semester struggle to competently complete all stages of the project. Often application of theory, discussion of statistical methods and the overall quality of writing does not meet departmental standards when students are pressed for time with their project. In order to address these issues, the department has started to offer a one credit hour course ECON 4800 Independent Research affording students the ability to prepare for ECON 4980. However, since not all students were enrolled in this optional preparatory course, instructors in ECON 4980 found that only about 50% of the students had systematically prepared. This presented an additional challenge in teaching ECON 4980. By formalizing preparation for ECON 4980 through a required ECON 4970 course, all students will have designed an idea for their thesis project and instructors in ECON 4980 will be able to spend more time on the necessary individualized instruction focused on the projects and less time on overall methodological issues.

INFORMATION PAGE
for substantive proposals only

1. Did this course receive unanimous approval within the Department?

true

If not, what are the major concerns raised by the opponents?

2. If this is a new course proposal, could you achieve the desired results by revising an existing course within your department or by requiring an existing course in another department?

This course is essentially a revision of the one credit hour course ECON 4800 that has been taught as an optional preparation for ECON 4980 each semester since Fall 2011.

3. How will the proposed course differ from similar offerings by other departments? Comment on any subject overlap between this course and topics generally taught by other departments, even if no similar courses are currently offered by the other departments. Explain any effects that this proposal will have on program requirements or enrollments in other department. Please forward letters (email communication is sufficient) from all departments that you have identified above stating their support or opposition to the proposed course.

Since ECON 4980 is the capstone experience project unique to economics majors, no other departments offer similar courses.

4. Is this course required for certification/accreditation of a program?

no

If so, a statement to that effect should appear in the justification and supporting documents should accompany this form.

5. For course proposals, e-mail a syllabus to Faculty Senate which should be sufficiently detailed that the committees can determine that the course is at the appropriate level and matches the description. There should be an indication of the amount and type of outside activity required in the course (projects, research papers, homework, etc.).
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