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Course Title: Foundations of Integrated Studies

Abbreviated Course Title: BIS 2800

	Course Type: 
	LEC


Credit Hours:  3  or if variable hours:    to

Contact Hours: Lecture 45  Lab    Other

Repeat Information:  Limit 0   Max Hrs 0 

Grading Mode:  standard

	This course is/will be:
	[image: image15.wmf]a required course in a major program
[image: image16.wmf]a required course in a minor program
[image: image17.wmf]a required course in a 1- or 2- year program
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Prerequisites/Co-requisites:

There will be no prerequisites to this course.

Course description (exactly as it will appear in the catalog, including prerequisites):

Foundations of Interdisciplinary Studies provide students with theories and methods used in cross-disciplinary inquiry. Course components include: connections between academic studies and student interests, methods associated with integrated studies, and planning future employment and life-long learning goals.

Justification for the new course or for changes to an existing course. (Note: Justification should emphasize academic rationale for the change or new course. This is particularly important for courses requesting upper-division status.)

The National Association for Integrative Studies has observed that programs such as Weber’s Bachelor of Integrated Studies (BIS) reflect a response to the explosion of knowledge and the breakdown of traditional disciplinary boundaries. With these changes, interdisciplinary methods must develop intellectual skills necessary for complex modes of conceptualization, analysis, problem solving, and reporting that are identified in Interdisciplinary Study methodology. 

In April 2012, a 5-year University program review, including scholars from outside the Weber State community, noted that the Bachelor of Integrated Studies program needed to add a Foundations course to our current program of study. The program review team noted:

"The core curriculum of the integrated studies degree consists of two courses (5 credits), BIS 3800, Capstone and Graduation Preparation; and BIS 4800, The BIS Capstone. It may be helpful to add a third course that expands on the theory and practice of interdisciplinary thought. We live in a global and complex society. Students with the skills to see connections build brides, integrate diverse and contradictory ideas, and manage complex projects will be far ahead of those with a narrower focus." (BIS 5-Year Program Review. April 2012).

This course proposal is the Department’s response to that suggestion as well as support for the foundational theory expressed above. BIS students need continual exposure and ample practice as they learn interdisciplinary inquiry. Currently, BIS students do not receive the foundational skills and integrative processes knowledge early in their course studies. These inquiry skills are often learned as students are in the process of completing their BIS programs of study and Capstone Experiences. BIS 2800 will insure that interdisciplinary inquiry methods are explicitly learned at the beginning and used throughout the BIS experience. 

The following are the enrollments and graduation rates for BIS students for the last four academic years: 

Academic Year Admitted Graduates
2009-2010 70 45
2010-2011 91 35
2011-2012 107 50
2012-2013 (8/13) 74 37

The following mean scores show BIS students academic achievement as measured by a scoring rubric tied with BIS Program Outcomes. These scores are determined by the students' BIS committee comprised of 3 professors in students' academic emphases. (n=32 students; scores range from a high of 4 to a low of 0).

1. Interdisciplinary Work

Target: The student makes multiple connections and conclusions across three disciplines during the Capstone Experience

3.39 mean score

2. The Capstone Project Experience/Report

Target: The student identifies an issue, topic, or creative process and creates a capstone experience that shows a depth of understanding, learning, and involvement through a well-crafted written report 

3.37 mean score

3. Knowledge, Skills, and Research Base

Target: The student effectively uses, synthesizes, and reports key research, theory, and/or skills from three disciplines in the capstone project

3.28 mean score

4. Methods or Creativity

Target: The student creates and implements robust methods for studying/creating a powerful capstone project

3.43 mean score

5.Analysis/Results Conclusions, and/or Product

Target: The student effectively analyzes, summarizes, or creates artifacts that demonstrate superior learning and/or creativity

3.32 mean score

6. Grammar, Syntax, and Mechanics

Target: The Capstone Project reflects highly skilled and cohesive writing of superior quality.

3.03 mean score

These data clearly reveal that BIS student have demonstrated academic achievement levels that can be improved with additional scaffolding and support during their early program years.

INFORMATION PAGE
for substantive proposals only

1. Did this course receive unanimous approval within the Department?

true

If not, what are the major concerns raised by the opponents?

2. If this is a new course proposal, could you achieve the desired results by revising an existing course within your department or by requiring an existing course in another department?

No. The course that exists currently (BIS 3800) is designed to help students with their Capstone Projects and Experiences. It assumes that students already know and understand many of the interdisciplinary inquiry skills. BIS 2800 will explicitly teach integrative study inquiry skills early in the BIS experience.

3. How will the proposed course differ from similar offerings by other departments? Comment on any subject overlap between this course and topics generally taught by other departments, even if no similar courses are currently offered by the other departments. Explain any effects that this proposal will have on program requirements or enrollments in other department. Please forward letters (email communication is sufficient) from all departments that you have identified above stating their support or opposition to the proposed course.

The only other similar class is the Intro to Honors 1110 which looks at issues through the perspectives of the arts and sciences. This course doesn't explicitly teach integrative process as they relate to conceptualizing and implementing a Capstone Project experience.

4. Is this course required for certification/accreditation of a program?

yes

If so, a statement to that effect should appear in the justification and supporting documents should accompany this form.

5. For course proposals, e-mail a syllabus to Faculty Senate which should be sufficiently detailed that the committees can determine that the course is at the appropriate level and matches the description. There should be an indication of the amount and type of outside activity required in the course (projects, research papers, homework, etc.).

Please mail a signed approval page to the Faculty Senate Office, MA 210J, MC 1003. 
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