FL 3540 Latin American Environment and Cultures
This is a required course for the Latin American Studies Minor. It has a 10-hour Service-Learning component. 

In order to provide an interdisciplinary introduction to Latin America, this course presents the region's history, its peoples, their culture and their political and natural environments.  Other content to be discussed includes issues of migration, US Latinos and the region's relationship with the US.
PREREQUISITES

No prerequisites
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (O)
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

O.1. Define and describe the field of Latin American Studies.

O.2. Understand and explain the theoretical frameworks underlying Latin American Studies, including but not limited to power, oppression, domination and globalization.

O.3. Identify and describe major geographical features of Latin America. 

O.4. Identify and describe historical and current issues of particular interest to the field of Latin American Studies, such as the effects of colonization, religion, and plurality of languages.

O.5. Describe current issues facing Latin American communities.

O.6. Describe current issues facing the Latino population in our community and several local efforts to solve them.

O.7. Write a focused and coherent analytical essay based upon and sustained by evidence.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
	Week 1
	Introduction to the course and description of the field

	Week 2
	Geography of the region

	Week 3
	History before Columbus

Video: Cracking the Mayan Code

	Week 4
	History before Columbus (cont.)

Video: Mirrors of the Heart

	Week 5
	From colonies to independence

	Week 6
	From colonies to independence (cont.)

	Week 7
	Languages and their significance

	Week 8
	Caste, race, and color: Hybridization and Mestizaje

	Week 9
	Religion, faith, and belief systems

	Week 10
	Environmental issues

	Week 11
	Music, art, film, festivals and cuisine

Video: Frida Kahlo: Portrait of a Woman

	Week 12
	Patterns and problems of migration

	Week 13
	US Latinos

	Week 14
	Latin America and the US


 

READINGS
Prevost, Gary and Harry Vanden, Latin America: An Introduction, NY: Oxford University Press, 2001.

Final Grade Components
	Assessment
	Percentage
	Outcome

	Participation/Classroom Behavior
	10%
	O1-O2- O3- O4-O5-O6

	Service Hours
	10%
	O6

	Service-Learning Reflection
	10%
	O6

	Country Oral Presentation
	15%
	O5

	Weekly Assignments

Based on presentations, readings or videos
	20%
	O1-O2- O3-O4-O5-O6 

	Final Paper
	10%
	O7

	Mid-Term Exam
	10%
	O1-O2-O3-

	Final Exam
	15%
	O4-O5-O6


Participation Grade
	Grade
	Criteria

	E
	Absent.

	D
	· Present, not disruptive.
· Occasionally engages in side conversations.
· Tries to respond when called on but does not offer much.

· Demonstrates very infrequent involvement in discussion.

· S/he is sometimes late.

· Occasionally uses cell phone.

	C
	· Occasionally engages in side conversations.

· Demonstrates adequate preparation: knows basic case or reading facts, but does not show evidence of trying to interpret or analyze them.

· Offers straightforward information (e.g., straight from the case or reading), without elaboration or very infrequently (perhaps once a class).

· Does not offer to contribute to discussion, but contributes to a moderate degree when called on.

· Demonstrates sporadic involvement.

· S/he is sometimes late.

· Occasionally uses cell phone.

	B
	· Does not engage in side conversations.

· Demonstrates good preparation: knows case or reading facts well, has thought through implications of them.

· Offers interpretations and analysis of case material (more than just facts) to class.

· Contributes well to discussion in an ongoing way: responds to other students' points, thinks through own points, questions others in a constructive way, offers and supports suggestions that may be counter to the majority opinion.

· Demonstrates consistent ongoing involvement.

· S/he is never late.

· Never uses cell phone.

	A
	· Does not engage in side conversations.

· Demonstrates excellent preparation: has analyzed case exceptionally well, relating it to readings and other material (e.g., readings, course material, discussions, experiences, etc.).

· Offers analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of case material, e.g., puts together pieces of the discussion to develop new approaches that take the class further.

· Contributes in a very significant way to ongoing discussion: keeps analysis focused, responds very thoughtfully to other students' comments, contributes to the cooperative argument-building, suggests alternative ways of approaching material and helps class analyze which approaches are appropriate, etc.

· Demonstrates ongoing very active involvement.

· S/he is never late.

· Never uses cell phone.


Service-Learning Hours 
In order to gain an in-depth understanding of issues that affect our local Latin American community, students will provide 10 hours of service to any organization which has as it goal to solve such issues. They will register with the Community Involvement Center. More details will be given in class.
Service-Learning Reflection
Based on their service-learning experience, students will describe in essay form current issues facing the Latino population in our community and local efforts to solve them. They will also incorporate content related to:
· How their service has contributed to solving this issue
· How this organization tries to solve the issues, are they successful? Why?
· What academic concepts were reflected in the service?
More details will be given in class.
Country Oral Presentation
Each student will give an oral presentation about a Latin American country of their choice. Content will include geography, population, economy, plus environmental and current socio-political issues. This will be a multimedia presentation. 

Weekly Assignments

These assignments will be available on Canvas. They will be based on presentations, readings and videos.
Final Paper

Students will write a focused and coherent analytical essay based upon and sustained by evidence about a crucial issue faced by Latin Americans today.  They can write about the same topic addressed by the organization where they provided their service.
Mid-Term and Final Exams
The content will be material presented in class, including that provided by students' presentations. 

COURSE POLICIES
A. Late work and/or make-up work

The general rule is the following: NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AND NO MAKE-UP WORK WILL BE ALLOWED. Any valid reason for missing class or an exam due to truly extenuating circumstances should be presented to me for consideration in advance of the activity in question, whenever reasonably possible. You may call me, or e-mail me in such an extenuating situation. If you desire a response from me, e-mail is most highly recommended. If you anticipate a problem, please talk to me about it as soon as possible. In addition, it is your responsibility to find out what was covered in class the day you were absent, to get any updates on assignments, and to come to the next class prepared for that day’s work.

B. Attendance

Attendance is strongly recommended because exposure to the language (listening and speaking) is crucial in this class. It is your responsibility to attend class and keep track of your absences. If you don’t come to class, you won’t be able to participate which will lower your in-class performance grade. It is also essential to be on time and to stay for the entire class time.

C. Academic honesty

You are expected to adhere strictly to the WSU Student Code. Academic dishonesty includes, but it is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsification, accessing unauthorized course or test information, and using unauthorized resources or breaches of copyright law. It will not be tolerated. If you have any questions regarding this, you may visit the link: http://documents.weber.edu/ppm/6-22.htm (pay special attention to letter D). The penalty for academic dishonesty in this course is failure on the assignment or the course, depending on its severity. Academic dishonesty cases will be forwarded to the Dean of Students.

D. Discrimination harassment statement

WSU is committed to providing an environment free from harassment and other forms of discrimination based upon race, color, ethnic background, national origin, religion, creed, age, lack of American citizenship, disability, status of veteran of the Vietnam era, sexual orientation or preference or gender, including sexual/gender harassment. While diverse viewpoints and opinions are welcome in this class, in expressing them, we will practice the mutual deference so important in the world of work. Thus, while I encourage you to share your opinions, when appropriate, you will be expected to do so in a manner that is respectful towards others, even when you disagree with them. If you have questions regarding the university's policy against discrimination and harassment you may contact the university's AA/EO office (626-6239) or visit its website: http://departments.weber.edu/aaeeo/.
E. Students with disabilities

Any student with medical, psychological, or learning limitations or disabilities who desires academic adjustments or accommodations must contact Services for Students with Disabilities (626-6413) in room 181 of the Student Service Center. This contact should occur at least ten days prior to the time an academic adjustment or accommodation is needed.

F. Student athletes

Letters with away-games dates should be handed in to me within the first week of classes.

G. Absolutely no text messaging during class time. If you need to use your cell phone, please leave the room. Students who insist on using their phones in class will be asked to leave the classroom.

H. The Department of Foreign Languages requires a final portfolio from all graduating majors during the last semester of their senior year. If you are a major or a minor, or are even considering becoming a foreign language major, please save (in electronic format, if possible) at least one example of your best work from this class and all other language classes you take towards fulfillment of your major.

I. University closure

If the university has to close for any reason, class work will be done online.

