 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Approved Unanimously by Curriculum Committee 1-27-10
Editorial Revisions 2-22-10 

Charge

Provide a report on the recent history and current status of Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts degree requirements at WSU.  Recommend changes to the current university requirements for the Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts degrees that will promote a more natural fit of degree with major.

Objective
The objective of this proposal is to create stronger and more meaningful degree programs.

Background

A Bachelor of Arts, BA, degree as traditionally defined across the nation and at WSU includes a requirement for two years of a foreign language.  This traditional definition has evolved in recent years.  Variations include retaining the traditional foreign-language emphasis, making no specific requirements for the BA, simply assigning the BA to fields of study that emphasize the Arts and Humanities, and emphasizing Arts and Humanities in the general education requirements for the BA.  (See the attached documents comparing BA and BS requirements at WSU historically, with other Utah schools, and with our Utah Board of Regent’s defined peer institutions.)

The Bachelor of Science, BS, degree as traditionally defined across the nation and at WSU has emphasized science and math.  Additionally, many disciplines that do not fit neatly into the Bachelor of Arts description but have a fairly focused program of study commonly award BS degrees, although with some variation.  The emphasis on science and math has been addressed at WSU in recent years by requiring students pursuing a BS to take additional Scientific Inquiry, SI, coursework.  Prior to the SI requirement at WSU, the science and math emphasis of a BS was addressed by additional General Education requirements.  The choice about whether a student receives a BS or a BA has never been directly attached to the student's major field of study at WSU but has been left up to the individual student.  Of the WSU students who are currently (fall semester 2009) seeking either BA or BS degrees, 74% are seeking BS degrees.  Many of these BS degrees are awarded in fields that traditionally award BA degrees.  In most situations this probably does not present a particular problem for a student's future ability to enter graduate school or the work force.  However, the lack of experience with a second language can sometimes limit a student's options and the awarding of BS degrees in traditionally Arts and Humanities fields does sometimes raise questions with graduate school admissions committees.

SI courses must emphasize "the formulation of hypotheses, the collection of data and the empirical testing of theories through analytical or laboratory inquiry, or will address quantitative methods (taught at a level that requires quantitative literacy)."  There are currently (fall semester 2009) 151 SI courses at WSU, with a further 1401 courses that are accepted for SI transfer credit from other institutions.  Many WSU faculty and administrators have voiced concerns with the SI course requirement itself.  Do all of these courses really address the intent of the SI requirement?  Are the courses that students choose to fulfill the SI requirement relevant to the student’s major?  Another concern arises in programs that require a substantial amount of coursework that naturally emphasizes the SI requirements – why should students in these programs be required to take further SI coursework when programs already struggle to keep total credit-hour requirements with the limits set by the Utah Board of Regents while meeting their own accreditation requirements?

Proposal

To address the charge from Faculty Senate and the concerns identified above, and with the specific goal of providing departments with increased flexibility to define the requirements within their degree tracks, we propose the following changes:

We propose that BA degrees awarded at WSU continue to specifically emphasize language.  Majors leading to a BA degree will require twelve semester-hours of foreign language, consistent with the current BA language requirement or six semester-hours of foreign language with further coursework equaling six semester-hours in the language arts beyond the composition requirement in the general education core.  Language arts coursework may include literature, creative writing, rhetoric, music composition, etc.  A minimum of twelve semester-hours of coursework in language and language arts is required in either option.  The options for fulfilling the current BA language requirement would continue to apply.

We further propose that the SI requirement be removed and that it be replaced by substantial emphasis on experimental, analytical, or statistical methods in required lower and upper division coursework within the major program of study leading to a BS degree. This coursework must emphasize analysis of data, application of evidence based investigation, formulation and testing of predictive models through fieldwork or laboratory inquiry, or must address quantitative methods at a level that requires quantitative literacy.  Majors leading to a BS degree will require a minimum of twelve semester-hours of coursework meeting these requirements, at least half of which must be at the upper-division level.  By defining this coursework as part of the major, it is expected that the coursework will specifically complement and strengthen the major field of study and thus be of greater benefit to the student pursuing a BS degree.  Departments have the option to specify coursework satisfying both the major requirements and general education requirements.

In implementing these changes, each department should review its major programs and determine, based on the above criteria, which degree is more appropriate for each major.  The department should consider the most common degree awarded in the major across the state or the nation.  

If there is a common degree awarded in the major across the state or nation, and the department is content awarding this degree, then the department should propose that the common degree be awarded.  Because the BS degree traditionally emphasizes science and math, majors for which the BS is the common degree will be recognized as fulfilling the BS requirements above and no additional coursework will be necessary.

OR

If a department wishes to award a BS related to a major that more commonly receives a BA across the state or the nation and coursework fitting the BS requirements above can be identified in the current major requirements, then the department should propose that the BS degree be awarded and no additional justification is necessary.

OR

If a department wishes to award a BS related to a major that more commonly receives a BA across the state or the nation and coursework fitting the BS requirements above cannot be identified in the current major requirements, then the department should consider ways to include coursework, either from within or outside the department, that will address the BS coursework requirements, and propose the corresponding changes in the major requirements.

OR

If a department wishes to offer a major leading to a BS and a similar major leading to a BA, then each degree track must be designed to emphasize the corresponding degree requirements and should allow for fulfillment of the degree requirements without introducing a significant credit-hour difference between the tracks.  

A department's determination to assign BS or BA degrees to major programs will be reviewed by Faculty Senate.
