ESSAY GRADING CRITERIA
Name: _________________________     Essay #: _________     Grade: __________/60

CONTENT 0-10 points: _____
Excellent to very good: Substantive, thorough development of topic. Relevant to assigned topic.

Good to average: Adequate range. Limited development of topic. Mostly relevant to topic, but lacks detail.

Fair to poor: Little substance. Inadequate development of topic.

Very poor: Does not show knowledge of subject. Non-substantive. Not pertinent.

Inadequate: Not enough to evaluate.

LANGUAGE USE (GRAMMAR/LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS) 0-20 points: _____

Excellent to very good: Very good range of structures and functions. Attempts complex constructions. Few errors of agreement, tense, number, word order/ function, articles, pronouns. Meaning not obscured.

Good to average: Effective use of simple constructions and language functions. Problems with complex constructions. Several errors of agreement, tense, number, word order/function, articles, pronouns. Meaning seldom obscured.

Fair to poor: Non-fluent. Ideas confused or disconnected. Lacks logical sequencing.
Very poor: Does not communicate. 

Inadequate:  No organization. Not enough to evaluate.

VOCABULARY 0-20 points: _____

Excellent to very good: Sophisticated range for the level. Effective word/idiom choice and usage. Word form mastery. Appropriate register (when applicable).

Good to average: Adequate range. Occasional errors of word/idiom form, choice or usage. Meaning not obscured.

Fair to poor: Limited range. Frequent errors of word/idiom form, choice or usage. Meaning confused or obscured.

Very poor: Essentially translation. Little knowledge of Spanish vocabulary and idioms. 

Inadequate: Incomprehensible. Not enough to evaluate.

ORGANIZATION 0-5 points: _____

Excellent to very good: Fluent expression. Ideas clearly stated. Well-organized. Logical, cohesive sequencing.
Good to average: Somewhat choppy. Loosely organized but main ideas stand out. Logical but incomplete sequencing.

Fair to poor: Non-fluent. Ideas confused or disconnected. Lacks logical sequencing.

Very poor: Does not communicate. 

Inadequate:  No organization. Not enough to evaluate.

MECHANICS 0-5 points: _____

Excellent to very good: Demonstrates mastery of conventions. Few errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, accents.

Good to average: Occasional errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, accents. Meaning not obscured.

Fair to poor: Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, accents. Many typos. Meaning confused or obscured.

Very poor/inadequate: No mastery of basic conventions. Dominated by errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, accents. Too many typos.

