
History 1700 American Civilization        Summer 2012

Instructor:
Eric G. Swedin, Ph.D
http://www.swedin.org/
eswedin@weber.edu
Office on Davis campus: DV137L
Telephone: 801-395-3553 (w); 801-479-3735 (h)

Text: Stephen Oates, Portrait Of America: Complete Version WSU Custom
ISBN 9781133438182 Edition 10

Objectives: Utah State Code 53B-16-103(b) requires that “A student shall demonstrate
a reasonable understanding of the history, principles, form of government, and
economic system of the United States prior to receiving a bachelor’s degree or teaching
credential.”  Successful completion of this course will satisfy this “American Institutions”
requirement.

Class Description: An analysis of American civilization that traces social, cultural,
economic, and political developments in the United States.  May be taken to complete
the American Institutions requirement (grade of C or better required).

Participation in the class and class discussions are expected.

Grading Policies: Grades will be determined on the following basis:

Quizzes 40%
Map Exercise 10%
Timeline Exercise 20%
Term Paper 20%
Class Participation 10%

Grades:     A: 90 - 100%     B: 80 - 89%     C: 70 - 79%     D: 60 - 69%     E: 0 - 59%
(Grades at the high or low ends of these ranges will earn plus and minus
 grades.)

Quizzes:  There will a quiz every day at the beginning of class.  Each quiz will be based
on the readings that you were given for that day, or will be given on the content of the
previous class’s discussions.



Students with Disabilities: Any student requiring accommodations or services due to
a disability must contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in Room 181 of
the Student Service Center.  SSD can also arrange to provide materials (including this
syllabus) in alternative formats if necessary.

Cheating Policy:  Cheating and deceit are not accepted at Weber State University. 
Cheating on an quiz or assignment, or turning in someone else's work as your own, will
result in an E for the class.  You may work together on your assignments and papers,
but you must turn in your own work.  If you quote from a book, article, or web site, you
must properly quote and cite your work.  Avoid even the appearance of cheating or
plagiarism.

Cell Phones, Texting, and Laptops:
Put your cell phones on vibrate.  Try to avoid leaving class to take a call, but an
occasional emergency is understandable.  There will be NO texting in this class. 
Laptops or other personal digital tools may be used to take notes or look up material
relevant to class discussions.  No other uses of laptops will be tolerated.

Campus Closure:
In the event of an extended campus closure, please look at your Weber State email in
order for instructions on how we will continue the class via email and the online course
system.

Map Exercise: Objective: Refresh your geographical knowledge from an historical
perspective.

Attached to this syllabus are blank maps of the continental United States and the
World.  You might want to make copies for practice.  Place or draw the following
locations on the maps.

Mississippi River Missouri River Columbia River Ohio River
Washington, D.C. New York City Chicago San Francisco
Los Angeles Salt Lake City Santa Fe Great Lakes
Philadelphia Richmond Plymouth Jamestown, Virginia
Great Plains Rocky Mountains New Orleans Appalachian Mountains
St. Augustine Houston Seattle Grand Canyon
Pacific Ocean Atlantic Ocean Gulf of Mexico Japan
Russia Germany England Canada
Mexico Philippines Vietnam China
Cuba Peal Harbor Iceland Australia
Panama Canal Ireland Africa Vinland (Newfoundland)

Grading will be based on three criteria:
1) Placing all locations correctly.
2) Neatness and presentation.
3) Grammatical or mechanical errors.



Timeline Exercise: Objective: Review of events of American history; gain an increased
understanding of historical perspective.

Make a timeline of what you see as the 30 most important events in American history
from 1492 to 2012.  Use an American history textbook or an encyclopedia or the
Internet to find your information.  For each entry, include a 2-3 sentence justification for
your choice.  Timeline MUST be typed.
Grading will be based on three criteria:

1) Completion of 30 American history events and 2-3 sentence descriptions.
2) Neatness and presentation.
3) Grammatical or mechanical errors.

Term Paper: Write a 5-7 page paper on your personal family history, relating it to the
American history that you have learned in this class. You may turn in an early draft for
me to critique, and I will return the critiqued draft one week later.  The final draft is due
on the final day of class.



Schedule:

Week Monday

May 9 Class introduction

May 16 Before the United States.   Read Oates, Chapters I: 1-6

May 23 Founding the United States.  Read Oates, Chapters I: 7-10 and
read the Declaration of Independence in the third section of the
book

May 30 Creating a Nation.  Read Oates, Chapters I: 11-17 and read the
Constitution in the third section of the book
Map Exercise is due

June 6 The Frontier.  Read Oates, Chapters I: 18-22

June 13 The Civil War.  Read Oates, Chapters I: 23-30

June 20 The West.  Read Oates, Chapters II: 3-10

June 27 Industrial Expansion and Progressivism.  Read Oates, Chapters II:
11-16

July 4 Holiday

July 11 World War II.  Read Oates, Chapters II: 17-21

July 18 The Cold War.  Read Oates, Chapters II: 22, 25-28

July 25 Later 20  Century.  Read Oates, Chapters II: 23-24,th

Timeline Exercise is due

August 1 America Today.  Read Oates, Chapters II: 29-32

August 8 Spare day
Term Paper is due
NO FINAL EXAM



History quotes

The number of TV sets in America went from 172,000 in 1948 to 25 million in 1954, and
in that same year, Life magazine (flashy photos) lost 21% of its circulation in a six-
month period.

Quote from Tolstoy - “Historians are like deaf people who answer questions that no one
asked.”

"As his studies come to a close the historian faces the challenge: Of what use
have your studies been?  Have you found in your work only the amusement of
recounting the rise and fall of nations and ideas, and retelling 'sad stories of the death
of kings'?  Have you learned more about human nature than the man in the street can
learn without so much as opening a book?  Have you derived from history any
illumination of our present condition, any guidance for our judgements and policies, any
guard against the rebuffs of surprise or the vicissitudes of change?  Have you found
such regularities in the sequence of past events that you can predict the future actions
of mankind or the fate of states?  Is it possible that, after all, 'history has no sense,' that
it teaches us nothing, and that the immense past was only the weary rehearsal of the
mistakes that the future is destined to make on a larger stage and scale? . . . [History] is
a precarious enterprise, and only a fool would try to compress a hundred centuries into
a hundred pages of hazardous conclusions.  We proceed." Will and Ariel Durant, The
Lessons of History (1968), 11, 13.

Statistics for Overview (from 2000 book):

US Population: 1610: 350; 1620: 2,300; 1700: 250,900; 1750: 1,170,000; 1780:
2,148,100; 1800: 5.3 M.; 1850: 23.2 M; 1900: 76 M.; 1950: 151 M.; 1990:249 M.

Rural v. Urban: Up until 1840, less than 10% was urban, in 1920, the axis crossed, now
only about 1 in 4 is rural.

In 1700, largest city was Boston with 6,700 people.
In 1790, largest city was Philadelphia with 42,520 people.
In 1830, largest city was New York with 197,112.
In 1850, largest city was New York with 515,547.
In 1870, largest city was New York with 942,292.
In 1910, largest city was New York with 4.8 M.
In 1950, largest city was New York with 7.9 M.
In 1990, largest city was New York with 7.3 M.

In 1900, the average life expectancy of a white person was 47 years, a black person
expected to live 33 years. 

In 1990, the average life expectancy of a white person was 76 years, and a black
person expected to live 71 years.

In 1900, 18% of women worked for pay.  In 1990, 57% of women worked for pay.
In 1960, 1% of engineers were women; in 1998 the figure is 11%.
In 1960, 6% of doctors were women; in 1998, the figure is 24%

In 1960, 74% of households were married-couple families, with 15% as non-family
households.  In 1997, 53% of households were married-couple families, with 30% as
non-family households.

Now the richest 1% of Americans control 49% of the total wealth of the nation in 1997.
The richest 10%, control 83% of the total wealth of the nation.
The bottom 80%, control only 8% of the total wealth of the nation.

In 1900, it is estimated that the top 5% controlled 90% of the total wealth of the nation,
which led to the introduction of the Income Tax in 1913.  Disproportionate distribution of
wealth in other nation’s had historically been a symptom of impeding discontent.

In 1995, the median financial wealth of white households (assests - debt) was $18,100;
the figure for African Americans in $200, and for Latinos it is $0.

The wealthiest 1% of the US population have almost as much after taxes as the bottom
40%. have after taxes.

In 1996, losers for the House of Rep. spent an average of $266,000, winners spent

$674,000.  For the Senate, losers spent $2.8 M. and winners spent $4.7 M.

In 1998, the American population was Whites - 73%, Blacks - 12%, Latino - 11%, Asian
- 4%, and Native American - 1%.  If trends continue, in 2050, the figures will be Whites -
53%, Blacks - 14%, Latino - 25%, Asian - 8%, and Native American - 1%.

The United States has 5% of the world’s population, consumes 25% of the world’s
energy and emits 22% of all carbon dioxide pollution.

In 1995, USA spent 13.6% of GDP on health care; Japan spent 7.2%; Canada spent
9.7%, France spent 9.9 %; and Sweden spent 7.2%.  All those countries have better life
expectancy; but also pay doctors less.  On in USA are medical doctors paid so much.

Updated statistics available from www.fguide.org.  Original statistics from James Heintz,
Nancy Folbre, and the Center for Popular Economics, The Ultimate Field Guide to the
U.S. Economy (2000)

WSU DVD/Videos:

The Civil War
Media Digital Video Disk - Lower Level - North E468 .C5 2011

The Civil War: The Cause - 1861.
The Civil War: The Better Angels of Our Nature - 1865.

Eyes on the Prize
Media Digital Video Disk - Lower Level - North E185.615.E9492 2006

Slavery and the Making of America, Volume 1
Media Digital Video Disk - Lower Level - North  E441.S53 2005 DVD Disc 1

The West
Media Digital Video Disk - Lower Level - North F591 .W455 2004

New York
Media VHS - Lower Level - North F128.3.N563 1999

The Great War and the shaping of the 20th century
Media VHS - Lower Level - North  D521.G74 1998

Columbus and the Age of Discovery: Columbian Exchange 
Media VHS - Lower Level - North   E111.C65 1999 tape 6.

A Job at Ford's (Great Depression)
Media VHS - Lower Level - North E806.G73 1993 v.1

Arsenal of Democracy
Media VHS - Lower Level - North   E806.G73 1993 v.7

Cold War 23: The Wall Comes Down 
Media VHS - Lower Level - North   D840.C65

Topaz
Media VHS - Lower Level - North D769.8.A6T66 1988

Making Sense of the Sixties: Picking Up the Pieces
Media VHS - Lower Level - North HN59.M35 1991 tape 5
[tape 1. Seeds of the sixties -- tape 2. We can change the world -- tape 3. Breaking
boundaries, testing limits -- tape 4. In a dark time -- tape 5. Picking up the pieces -- tape
6. Legacies of the sixties.]

Do pre- and post- test in 1700 for assessment, using US Citizenship questions!!!
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