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adalescents” fack of knowledge aboul drugs may be due fo the way in
S hich information about drugs is pornmunicated to adolescents: Such infor-

" mation may be conveyed in developmentaily inappropriste ways. For exam-

e if adolescents consider seli-harm to be a personal issue and drug
programs do not emphasize the extent to which drug use causes harm 10
others, then adalescents may not agree with the message that drug use is
WIODg, 88 in their view itis a persanal issue, one that dozs not affect others.

In fact, reviews of the iiterature on drug education have shown that the
effects of providing information about drugs to adolescents depends on the
way that the information is disserninated, the credibility of the source, and
the age and drug experience of the individuals (Pickens, 1985). Thes il is
_uu_.mnn_a._w surprising that there is 50 litfie Tesearch on how adolescents
conceplualize the issue of dag use.

The present study was designed to examine how adolescents reason about
drug use. Four aspecis of adolescents’ 16asONing WeTe tested. First, hypoth-
eses regarding how adolescents conceptualize drug use in relation (o other
social and moral {ransgressions were examined. It was predicted that adojes-
cents, during the high school vears, would increasingly consider drug use to
be a moral rather than a personal issue. This was expected on the basis of
sesearch findings that adolescents evaluate a sange of familiat conflicts as
personal decisions, in contrast 1o their parents, who view them as moral ones
(Smetana, 1988). In addition, research with college students has shown thal
drag use is often cansidered to be a matter of moral siandards rather than
societal laws and regulations (Primavera & Pascal, 1986).

Furiher, it was expecied that adclescents’ classifications of different types
of drug use (e.g., as motal ot social-conventional transgressions or personal
decisions) would be retated to their perceptions of the harmfulness associated
with the particular type of drug. For example, drugs that cause great harm,
such us crack and cocaine, woukd be cvahmted as moral transgressions and
drugs that cause less harm, such as caffeine and nicotine, wonld be evalvated
as predominantly socizl-conventional transgressions or persanal makers.
This was bypothesized on the basis of research findings that individuals
cvaluale acts as moral transgressions when the acis involve threats to others’
welfare (Smetanz, 1988; Turiel, 1983).

Second, analyses were condecied 0 test predictions regarding conceptual
distinctians between different types of drugs. Due o the findings that some
drugs, such as alcohol and marijuana, are controversial with respect to their
harmfylness and legal status (Kail, 1985; Martin, McDuffce, & Presser,
1981), it was expecied that adolescents wonld experience personal conflict
in their evaluation of these drugs {and more 50 than for other types of drugs).
Thus assessments were made of how adolescents evaiuaic a range of drugs,
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