Presentation 3:
Presenting Stanovich

Stanovich’s book How to Think Straight about Psychology provides a very clear and entertaining defense of psychology as research-based discipline. It challenges many popular criticisms of the claim that you cannot really study people scientifically and  outlines how best to do such research.

We are going to read the book over the three weeks after we return from break. To help you accomplish this, next series of classes will involve presentations of chapters 2 through 12. Each student will present a chapter. Each presentation should take ABOUT 15 MINUTES and accomplish two things: A) outline the critical ideas from the chapter and B) spur class discussion.
Outline critical ideas from the chapter


The idea here is to give an account of the general point of the chapter. You should define key terms and review important points -- or as I like to describe it -- the TAKE HOME POINT.


Try hard to figure out what bottom-line message the author was trying to leave with the reader. In each chapter, Stanovich enjoys giving many examples of the point he is trying to make. Be sure to carefully distinguish the TAKE HOME POINT from the many examples and make sure you presentation includes the TAKE HOME POINT. These take home points are about science and how it applies to psychology.  


To make the presentation useful for students to study from for the Sanovich Exam, please prepare a PowerPoint presentation or a Handout which I will make available online.  The Powerpoint or Handout should define critical terms introduced in the chapter, present central ideas of the chapter, and give relevant examples. 
Spur class discussion


The second goal of the presentation is to spur some class discussion by the comments, questions, or opinions you may have about what you read. Here are a few examples of what I mean:


You may have opinions that address some of the examples in the chapter which 
Stanovich uses to illustrate the TAKE HOME POINT he has made.


You may want to comment on how the chapter made you think or made you thin 
differently about things than you did previously.


You may be confused about the meaning of a point and so have some questions 
that you want to raise.


You may what to challenge Stanovich by presenting your own ideas about 
psychology as a science.


Remember when you are listening to other presentations, they will hope that you engage in their discussion as much as you are going to hope that the presenters will engage in your discussion. I expect that all students will be involved in all the discussions.
