Paper/Presentation 2
Exploring what Psychologists Do

The goal of this paper is for you to apply what you have learned about the discipline of psychology and begin to explore career or professional possibilities.  There are four steps involved in completing this assignment:  

a) Determining the kind of Psychology/Psychologist you want to explore.  
b) Researching that position. 
c) Interviewing a psychologist in that position
d) Presenting (10/11) and writing up your paper (10/16)
Determining the kind of Psychology/Psychologist you want to explore.  


In discussing career possibilities in psychology, I suspect that one or two of the options were of interest to you.  Perhaps you were interested in it as a career option or out of curiosity. The first step in this project is for you to identify the kind of psychology or psychologist you are interested in exploring.  Please to look for information include lecture notes (Lecture 6) or the textbook (Landrum & Davis).    You do not have to go far to find psychologists all over the university:  From faculty in Psychology, to the Counseling Center (Drs. Abel and Oreshick), CJ (Dr. Julie Buck), and HPHP (Dr. Jordan Utley). Of course there are psychologists in the community like Jaclyn Knapp and .  Feel free to extend this to others than professional Psychologists, including anyone in the helping professions.
Researching the Position

In anticipation of interviewing such a person, you will need to do a little research.  Using the textbook and lecture as a guide, explore the background, training, career trajectory, and day in the life of your targeted person. Also, you will need to go online and learn more about the national organization associated with the profession (see lectures or just check the divisions of the APA, Social Work, etc.).   
Interviewing the Psychologist 

Seek out someone (on campus or off) who is functioning in the position in which you are interested.  Ask them to explain their job on a day-to-day basis, their training and career.  Ask them about their undergraduate degree and courses, and what they did as undergraduates to insure their present position.  Ask them about graduate school, and what that experience was like. 

Presentation and Paper

We will again do short (this time I mean it) presentations on the background and training of your specialty.  The papers should be about 3 to 5 pages, specifying your research and details of the conversation with your psychologist.  
