Paper 4


The goal of this paper is for you to extend the review of your research paper and the theoretical traditions to which it belongs to the philosophical positions of the 14th – 18th centuries:  The philosophies of the Renaissance (14th - 16th Centuries) and Enlightenment (1650-1800).  The present paper will be similar in structure to the Paper 3, with three sections.  The first section is a review of the ideas in paper 3 which sets up the present paper (REVIEW).  The second section is a systematic evaluation of each of 4 philosophical orientations emerging at the Renaissance, Enlightenment and beyond (EVALUATION).  The third section is a synthesis of which system fits the ideas best (SYNTHESIS). There is no SPECULATION section in this paper.
Review

This section is a summary and extension of the analysis performed in the third paper which required you to identify some (one or two) major 19th or early 20th C. approach(es) in psychology, which gave rise to the contemporary paradigm that was the basis for your paper (whew, this is getting to be a mouthful). Review this analysis with a very general summary of which early ideas in psychology you identified in your 21st C paper. This does not have to be long or detailed and can pick up on your speculations in Paper 3 which presents your historical story in a single narrative.
Evaluation

This section is meant for you to give credit to the major ideas from the philosophical movements reviewed in the past few weeks (see below) as the basis for the 19th to 21st C psychological ideas you have been considering in Papers 2 and 3. Those ideas no doubt share a number of general features in common about the nature of science, mind, and knowing which can be connected back to the Renaissance and Enlightenment.  Review each of the following philosophical approaches and identify what, if anything has been appropriated by early psychologists and transformed into ideas you reviewed in your selected research paper. Again, take a look at the textbook discussion of philosophical issues (see. pp. 19-23) and our recent discussion of the active and passive mind in the processing of knowing.
Topics in this section of the course:

Origin of Science and Philosophy (Chapter 4)

Empiricism, Sensationalism, and Positivism (Chapter 5)

Rationalism (Chapter 6)

Romanticism and Existentialism (Chapter 7)


To argue for these connections, consider the general issues discussed in each of the chapters we have reviewed.  For example how do your key 19th and 20th C psychology borrow the skeptical and inquisitive attitudes which underlies the origins of science and philosophy; the passive, material, and inductive mind underlying empiricism, sensationalism, and positivism; the active, immaterial, and deductive mind underlying rationalism; and the natural, passionate; and searching person underlying romanticism and existentialism?
Synthesis

This section is meant for you to decide to which Renaissance and Enlightenment approach    best fits the approach which gave rise to the contemporary paradigm you have adopted. Again, you will need to explain why you take some connections to be more central or more important than other ones in arriving at your decision.  You should explain why 19th or early 20th C approach fits and does not fit the identified approach from the Renaissance and Enlightenment.


I anticipate that the papers would be about 4-5 pages long (double spaced with 12 pt font):  Review 1 page, Evaluation about 2 pages, Synthesis 1 page.
