Paper 2


The goal of this paper is for you to carefully examine your research paper and critically evaluate which of the 4 “current systems of psychology” to which it best fits. I would expect that the critical evaluation would be about 3-5 pages long.  The following is a complete account of the content of the paper.  Please read it carefully


You are expected to make arguments about why you think your article is related to one of the four current systems of psychology.  The four include: Cognitive Psychology, Humanistic Psychology, Socio-cultural Psychology, and Biopsychology.  I do not expect that the identification of a system related to your article will be all that difficult.  However, you are being graded on the depth and breadth of your arguments connecting your article to a system.  I offer a couple of suggestions about how to manage the depth and breadth of argumentation:

1. Make as many arguments as you can which connect your article to a current system.  Use the key elements of your review (methodology, research question, related research, criticisms, and importance) as a basis for some of the arguments.  
2.  Think broadly and look for the big picture of how the research paper fits the broader system to which it belongs.  Look for shared conceptual assumptions about mind and behavior and/or explanatory concepts and mechanisms between the research paper and the psychological system.  Digging deeper into the paper is probably not going to work as well as seeing how the paper adopts assumptions, fits broader theoretical, methodological, and conceptual assumptions.
3.  Do your homework by checking references, references of references, and even references of references of references to connect some other aspects your paper to a current system. If a reference of a reference cites Carl Rogers, then you may have struck some important evidence.  Find creative ways to make your arguments of a connection between the paper and the system.
4.  Never lose sight of the general assumptions of each system: Humanism focuses on subjective experiences and the design of people to grow, Biopsychology focuses on biochemical mechanisms to which experience is reduced, Cognitive psychology focuses on the flow of information which is the basis of thought and action, and socio-cultural psychology focuses on social processes which regulate though and action. 
